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to any place in. the administration and guidance of the Irish
Volunteer Organisation*" A sharp conflict followed, in which
the force divided, the great majority going with Redmond, but
a formidable, well armed and active minority remaining with
Sinn Fein.1
Despite this victory, things did not go well with Redmond's
recruiting campaign. He had begun rather late: the great Irish
regiments of the South had already drawn out their Reservists
and the cream of the recruits. Fighting in Southern Ireland had
been, time out of mind, a hereditary profession: the officers
came chiefly from the Loyal and Protestant minority; the men,
although chiefly Catholic, were almost a class by themselves;
some descended from the old race of swordsmen were wholly
attached to their regiments generation after generation; others
were recruited from the street-corners and transformed into
professional soldiers. There was little love lost between such
people, and t&e small farmers, publicans and gombeen men of
the Irish Nationalist Party; among Redmond's followers the
prejudice against the Army was both social and political.
Thus Redmond found it difficult to get recruits from his own
party, and his enemies were busy among those from whom
recruits might have been drawn. In Dublin the Irish Worker
denounced his volunteers as ** scabs " and Redmond himself
as u a disgraced and discovered modern Castlereagh." Public
meetings were held praising the Germans and vilifying the
British Army. Jim Larkin and his transport workers had formed
a sort of revolutionary army which paraded Dublin in uniform
and terrorised the citizens.
While these roughs, armed with rifles and bayonets, con-
ducted their anti-recruiting demonstrations, the police stood
by under orders not to interfere, and when Mr. Asquith went
over to help John Redmond the approaches to the hall of meet-
ing were as strongly guarded as if in a hostile city. " Our recruit-
ing," said Carson sardonically, " is not done behind barbed
wire*"
For these and other reasons Redmond's recruiting campaign
did not prosper, and he and John Dillon soon fell into debate
with Lord Kitchener* The War Office was accused of drafting
* Denis Gwyim, Life of John Redmond, p. 892.